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ABSTRACT 



A stand-alone printer is provided having a first drive for 
receiving a first computer readable medium, wherein the 
first computer readable medium is capable of storing at least 
one digital representation of an image captured by a digital 
device and wherein the first computer readable medium is 
adapted to interface with the digital device. The stand-alone 
printer also includes a printing member for producing on a 
substrate a pattern associated with the digital representation 
of the image captured by the digital device and a port for 
transmitting data to and from the printer, wherein the printer 
is adapted to interface with a second drive through the port. 

20 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets 
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PRINTER APPARATUSES AND METHODS by a cable so that the first drive and the second drive are in 

FOR USING THE SAME data communication with each other. The stand-alone printer 

preferably includes a controller having a set of instructions 

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION for interpreting the digital representation stored on the first 

. to,,- * 5 computer readable medium, wherein the controller is 

Tta i invention relates to the field printer apparatuses and ad d to datc instnlctions using data rcceived 

methods for using the same, and, more particularly, to the &Qm 0Qe of , he first dfive Qr (he second drfve 

field of pnnter apparatuses which are adapted to print an _ .... . . 

image captured by a digital device, such as a digital camera The pnnter can print the image in a variety of formats. For 

or scanner example, the printer can be adapted to pnnt the image with 

10 the first horizontal length and a second vertical length less 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION man me vertical length so that less than the entire image 

is printed (i.e., in a panoramic format). In addition, the 

Devices which can capture and digitally store an image on printer can print the image with a second vertical length less 

a flash memory card are becoming more commonplace as than the first vertical length and a second horizontal length 

the cost of these devices and their attendant memory cards 15 i ess than the first horizontal length so that less than the entire 

continues to decrease. In addition, devices such as digital image is printed, but what is printed is enlarged, 
cameras and scanners are becoming more popular as the 

resolution of the images captured by these devices continues BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

to improve and approach the quality of traditional film „„ . ^ 

photography 20 While me specification concludes with claims particularly 

_ it . , i _. pointing out and distinctly claiming the present invention, it 

However, a user of the digital camera must still process ^ ^ ^ same ^ be ^ UQderstood from the 

the images captured For example, the user of the digital description taken in conjunction with the accom- 

cameramustoften^^ ^ drawings in which: 

printing any digital images captured by the camera. This can * _L . _ . , 

include transferring graphic files from the flash memory card ™ FIG ' 1 15 a front Perspective view of an exemplary printer 

to the computer and the subsequent printing of the images made 10 accordance with the present invention; 

from the computer. Also due to the limited storage capacity FIG. 2 is an enlarged perspective view of the first and 

and relatively high cost of the flash memory cards, the second drives of the exemplary printer illustrated in FIG. 1, 

graphic files stored on these memory cards must often be wherein two flash memory cards of the type typically used 

erased to provide room for future images, thereby necessi- 30 with digital cameras are illustrated for purposes of discus- 

tating the use of a computer and its associated high capacity sion; 

storage devices (e.g., hard drives, read- write CD-ROMs, FIG. 3 is an enlarged view of the user interface of the 

etc.) by those individuals who desire to archive these images exemplary printer of FIG. 1; 

for later printing or use. ^ VIG. 4 is a rear perspective view of the exemplary printer 

Accordingly, there is a continuing need to provide appa- of FIG. 1, wherein a third drive is shown; 

ratuses and methods for printing images captured by a pj G 5 ^ a schematic illustration of the exemplary printer 

digital device which are simple to implement and which can 0 f pjQ. 1, interconnected with a computer system; 

operate independently of a computer system while still nQ fi {& ft tive ^ of ^ exemplary printer of 

providing high capacity archival storage and retrieval or i , • *u • • a * \ • j * *i 
, ™ • , . . - . 40 FIG. 1, wherein the cover is raised to expose certain details 

data. There is also a continuing need to provide apparatuses , 

thereunder " 

and methods for printing digital images having the previ- . ' 

ously described features which can also provide the capa- 7 f a a**™*"* illustration of the exemplary printer 

bility of interfacing with a computer system in a traditional > 

manner. In other words, there is a desire to provide a single FIG. 8 is a schematic illustration of an exemplary initial- 
multi-purpose printer rather than multiple special purpose 45 ization routine illustrated in FIG. 7; 

printers. Due to the "stand-alone" nature of such a desired FIG. 9 is a schematic illustration of exemplary files on a 

printer, there is further a need to provide a printer which is flash memory card and of a graphic file index; 

upgradeable so that new graphic file formats and functions F IG. 10 is a schematic illustration of an exemplary menu 

can be easily accommodated. $q routine illustrated in FIG. 7; 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION ^ ^ a SCDemat ^ c representation of an exemplary file 

storage menu illustrated in FIG. 10; 

A stand-alone printer is provided having a first drive for FIG. 12 is a schematic illustration of exemplary image 

receiving a first computer readable medium, wherein the formats selectable with the menu routine of FIG. 10; 

first computer readable medium is capable of storing at least 55 FIG . 13 ^ a iH ust raUon of additional exemplary 

one digital representation (e.g., in the form of a computer ^ ^ menu Qf F[G 

graphic file) of an image captured by a digital device and ^ 
wherein the image has a first horizontal length and a first 

vertical length inside of which the entire image can be FIG - 14 * a schematic illustration of an exemplary data 

displayed. The first computer readable medium is also 60 management method for use with printer of FIG. 4 and the 

adapted to interface with the digital device. computer system of FIG. 5. 

The stand-alone printer includes a printing member for DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 

producing on a substrate a pattern associated with the digital PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
representation of the image captured by the digital device 

and a port for transmitting data to and from the printer. The 65 Reference will now be made in detail to the presently 

printer can interface with a second drive through the port, preferred embodiments of the invention, examples of which 

wherein the second drive is interconnected with the printer are illustrated in the accompanying drawings, wherein like 
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numerals indicate the same elements throughout the views. 
As will be appreciated, the present invention, in its most 
preferred form, is directed to a stand-alone printer which is 
capable of printing images captured by a digital device, such 
as a camera or scanner, and which further preferably 
includes a high capacity archival storage capability. As used 
herein, the phrase "stand alone" is intended to refer to a 
device which can operate independent of and without con- 
nection to a computer system, although preferred embodi- 
ments of the present invention still have the capability of 
interfacing with a computer system in the alternative. 

As shown in FIG. 1, an exemplary stand-alone printer 20 
made in accordance with the present invention comprises a 
sheet feeder 22 for storing and facilitating movement of one 
or more substrate sheets 24 through the printer 20, a housing 
26 having a rotatable cover 28, and an exit tray 30 for 
receiving the sheets 24 after they have been fed through the 
printer 20 from the sheet feeder 22. The sheets 24 can be 
provided as conventional plain paper or in the form of glossy 
film or photo paper, index cards, labels, envelopes, 
transparencies, coated paper, etc. 

The printer 20 also comprises a first drive 32 and a second 
drive 34 for receiving a computer readable medium. As used 
herein, the term "drive" is intended to mean a structure 
which is capable of interfacing with (e.g., reading and/or 
writing to) a computer readable medium. As such, a drive 
may be adapted to interface with, for example, a spinning 
magnetic disk or a stationary solid state card. Suitable drives 
can be provided in the form of a floppy drive, a tape drive, 
an optical drive, a flash memory drive, or any other device 
capable of reading and/or writing to a computer readable 
medium. The computer readable medium suitable for use 
with the first and second drives can be any storage medium 
having a specific physical substrate configuration which is 
capable of interfacing with a digital device, such as a camera 
or scanner, and which is capable of storing one or more 
digital representations of an image captured by the digital 
device in the form of computer graphic files. 
) In a preferred embodiment, the first and second drives 32 
and 34 are each adapted to receive a solid state flash memory 
card 36, as shown in FIG, 2. The first and second drives 32 
and 34 are preferably both internal drives, as shown. Flash 
memory cards, due to their very small size and lightweight, 
are a highly portable computer readable medium which are 
electrically rewritable but which can retain data in the 
absence of power (i.e., are non -volatile). More preferably, 
the first and second drives 32 and 34 are adapted to receive 
different types of flash memory cards, such as a NAND type 
of flash memory card (e.g., a SMART MEDIA™ card 
developed by Toshiba, Inc.) or a PCMCIA type of flash 
memory card (e.g., the COMPACTFLASH™ developed by 
SanDisk, Inc.). Presently, these flash memory cards have a 
data storage capacity of up to about 43 megabytes and are 
capable of temporarily storing tens or hundreds of images, 
depending upon image resolution. While the first and second 
drives 32 and 34 have been described herein as receiving a 
flash memory card 34, it is contemplated that new, compact 
and lightweight computer readable media which are suitable 
for use with digital devices, such as cameras and scanners, 
may replace these flash memory cards. As such, it is con- 
templated that the first and second drives 32 and 34 may be 
adapted to receive types of portable computer readable 
media other than those described herein. 

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 3, the printer 20 also comprises 
a user interface 38 having a display 40, such as a liquid 
crystal display or LCD, and a plurality of activating mem- 
bers (e.g., buttons, toggles, etc.) For selecting and initiating 
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printer functions. More preferably, the user interface 38 
comprises a "select" button 42, an "index" button 44, a 
"print" button 46, and a "print all" button 48. The user 
interface 38 also comprises two menu scroll buttons 50 for 
5 stepping through a series of menus which are displayed on 
the display 40 of the user interface 38, as described more 
fully hereafter. One or more indicating lights 52 can also be 
provided for indicating the status of the printer 20 during 
use. 

1Q As best seen in FIG. 4, the printer 20 also has an 
input/output port and, more preferably, an external parallel 
port 54 which is located on the rear face of the housing 26. 
The parallel port 54 is used to directly interconnect the 
stand-alone printer 20 with a third drive 56 for use with a 
high capacity computer readable medium 58 and/or a com- 

15 puter system 60 (FIG. 5) having a computer 62. While the 
third drive 56 is illustrated as an external drive, it is 
contemplated that the third drive 56 can also be provided as 
an internal drive and that the external parallel port 54 can be 
provided as an internal port or other structure (e.g., a 

20 universal serial bus port or USB) for interconnecting the 
third drive 56 with the printer 20. Further, the printer 20 can 
be provided with more than one high capacity drive 56 for 
archival storage of the graphic files and more than one 
input/output port, especially where the third drive 56 is 

25 provided as an internal drive. The third drive 56 and/or 
computer 62 are interconnected with the printer 20 by a 
parallel cable 64. As used herein, the phrase "high capacity" 
is intended to refer to a device which is capable of storing 
more data than the computer readable media used in con- 

30 nection with the first and second drives 32 and 34. Preferred 
high capacity storage devices include magnetic disk drives 
or diskette drives, such as the ZIP™ Parallel drive manu- 
factured by Iomega, Inc., because these drives provide a 
lower cost per byte ratio than the more portable flash 

35 memory cards. The computer 62 can be provided in the form 
of any conventional or special purpose computer, such as a 
desktop computer, a tower computer, a microcomputer, a 
minicomputer as well as a palmtop computer, notebook 
computer or the like. 

40 Referring to FIG. 6, the printer 20 is illustrated with the 
cover 28 rotated its open position, thereby exposing a 
printing compartment 66, The printer 20 is preferably pro- 
vided in the form of a six color thermal ink jet printer having 
two conventional thermal three -color ink jet print heads 68 

45 (illustrated without their ink cartridges) disposed within the 
printing compartment 66 and conventional means (not 
shown) for handling and advancing the sheets 24 past the 
print head 68 and through the printer 20. During printing, a 
sheet 24 is moved longitudinally relative to the printer 20 so 

50 that it is properly positioned within the printing compart- 
ment 66 for deposition of an ink pattern or swath across the 
sheet 24. Once the sheet 24 is in position, the print head 68 
moves along a conventional print head carriage (not shown) 
in a direction transverse to the longitudinal direction while 

55 firing droplets of ink onto the sheet's surface. The print head 
68 may make one or more of these transverse passes to 
complete printing for the swath. After the swath is complete, 
the paper's position is adjusted longitudinally for the print- 
ing of the next swath. These portions of the printer 20 will 

60 not be described in greater detail herein, although additional 
details can be found in U.S. Pat. No. 5,684,516 issued to 
Cseledy et al. on Nov. 4, 1997; U.S. Pat. No. 5,661,510 
issued to Brandon et al. on Aug. 26, 1997; and U.S. Pat. No. 
5,627,572 to Harrington, III et al., these patents being hereby 

65 fully incorporated by reference herein. 

While the printer 20 is described herein with respect to a 
conventional six-color thermal ink jet printer, it is contem- 
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plated that the present invention can be adapted for use with 
other types of ink jet printers which are capable of producing 
an ink pattern on one or more of the sheets 24. For instance, 
other ink jet technologies, such as piezo ink jet, would be 
suitable for use with the present invention. In addition, the 
present invention can be adapted for use with other printer 
technologies, such as electrophotography, dye diffusion, and 
thermal transfer. 

Referring now to FIG. 7, the printer 20 is illustrated in its 
"stand-alone" mode, wherein it is connected to the third 
drive 56 rather than the computer system 60. The printer 20 
is illustrated as further comprising a first controller 70 which 
interfaces with the parallel port 54, theji rst drive 32, the 
second drive 34 , and the user interface 3§T"A JJeCOtid con- 
troller 72 interfaces and controls movement and operation of 
the print head 68 and the associated mechanisms (not 
shown) for feeding the sheets 22 through the printer 20. The 
first controller 70 preferably has an initialization routine 74 
and a menu routine 78. These routines can be implemented 
by an Application Specific Integrated Circuit (ASIC) or a 
microprocessor, as desired. While the printer 20 is illustrated 
as comprising a first and second controller, it will be 
understood that the functions of these controllers can be 
combined or reorganized as desired without departing from 
the scope of the invention. 

Referring to FIGS. 8 and 9, the initialization routine 74 is 
initiated when power is first supplied to the printer 20 as 
shown in block 80. Preferably, the initialization routine 74 
begins execution with block 82, wherein it is determined 
whether a user of the printer 20 has selected execution of a 
diagnostic menu. If the diagnostic menu is selected (such as, 
by example, simultaneously pressing buttons 44 and 46 
when power is first applied to the printer 20), execution 
passes to block 84. The diagnostic menu, which would be 
displayed on the display 40 of the user interface 38, can be 
used to trouble-shoot and/or interrogate the status of printer 
20. For instance, the diagnostic menu can be used to run tests 
of static and/br dynamic memory "chips of the first controller 
70, display the level (or revision) of code installed in the first 
controller 70, or run diagnostic tests of the parallel port 54, 
the first drive 32, the second drive 34, or the third drive 56. 
If the diagnostic menu has not been selected by a user of the 
printer 20, execution passes to block 86 where the first drive 
32 is queried to determine if a flash memory card (e.g, 36 of 
FIG. 2) is inserted therein. For purposes of discussion 
herein, a drive having a computer readable medium disposed 
therein which is detected by the first controller 70 will be 
referred to herein as an active drive. If a flash memory card 
is detected, execution passes to block 88 where the flash 
memory card is accessed to determine if there is an update 
file 87 (FIG. 9) disposed thereon. 

The update file 87 can be supplied by a manufacturer of 
the printer 20 to provide a convenient and simple means for 
updating all or portions of the code (e.g., the menu routine, 
etc.) of the first controller 70, as described in block 90. The 
update file 87 can be used to provide patches for the code of 
the first controller 70, specialty printing formats (e.g., 
unique texts on frames), new color tables to better support 
specialty photopapers, upgrades and new functionality, or to 
update the graphic file formats which can be processed by 
the first controller 70. The update file 87 can be provided on 
a flash memory card directly by a manufacturer of the printer 
20. Alternatively, the update file 87 can be copied from the 
computer 62 to a flash memory card 36 installed in one of 
the first drive 32 or second drive 34 or to a disk installed in 
the third drive 56, after which the update file can be detected 
by the first controller 70 as described in blocks 86, 94 or 96. 
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If an update file is not located, execution passes to block 92 
where the memory card 36 is inventoried to determine the 
number and type of graphic files present thereon, as 
described more fully hereafter. 

Returning to block 86, if a flash memory card is not 
detected in the first drive 32, execution passes to block 94 
where the second drive 34 is queried to determine whether 
a flash memory card is disposed therein. If a flash memory 
card is located in the second drive 34, execution again passes 
to block 88, as previously described. Otherwise, execution 
passes to block 94 if a flash memory card is not detected in 
the second drive 34. In block 96, the parallel port 54 is 
queried to determine if the third drive 56 having a high 
capacity computer readable disk 58 is connected to the 
parallel port 54. If such a drive is detected, execution passes 
to block 88; otherwise, execution returns to block 86, as 
shown, preferably either immediately or after a predeter- 
mined delay. Alternatively, an error code or textual message 
can be displayed on the display 40 of the user interface 38 
indicating that neither a card or disk can be found. 

Once a drive and its attendant computer readable medium 
are detected and the update file decision blocks 88 and/or 90 
have been performed, execution passes to block 92 where a 
search of the computer readable medium disposed in the 
active drive is made for any graphic files located thereon. 
Each graphic file preferably comprises a digital representa- 
tion of an image captured by a digital camera or scanner. 
Examples of graphic file formats which can currently be 
used to store such a digital representation include JPEG, 
EXIF, CIFF, and JFIF file formats, although other graphic 
file formats may be equally suitable or become available in 
the future. If one or more graphic files are located at the 
active drive on its computer readable medium (e.g., a flash 
memory card or high capacity disk), a graphic file index 100 
is created, as shown in FIG. 9. The graphic file index 100 is 
created by sequentially stepping through each directory 
located of the computer readable medium disposed in the 
active drive and assigning a photo number N to each graphic 
file located. For example, graphic file 102 under the direc- 
tory 104 of the exemplary flash memory card 36 of FIG. 9 
would have a photo number 114 (i.e., N=l) associated 
therewith while the graphic file 110 of directory 112 would 
have a photo number 120 (i.e., N=4) associated therewith, as 
shown in FIG. 9. The file index 100 can be stored as an array 
by the first controller 70. Each graphic file on the computer 
readable medium disposed in the active drive preferably has 
a photo number associated therewith, because, as shown in 
FIG. 10, some digital devices may save different images 
under the same file descriptor (e.g., 122 and 124), albeit 
under different directories. As such, the graphic file descrip- 
tor assigned by a digital device for a specific image captured 
by that device may not be a unique descriptor. In addition, 
as files are saved by the third drive 56 to its high capacity 
disk 58, distinct images may also have the same file descrip- 
tor as, for example, the flash memory card is erased and used 
again by the same digital device and the same file descriptors 
are repeated for new images captured by the device. Thus, 
the graphic file index 100 provides an easy and convenient 
means for selecting graphic files for printing when the 
printer 20 is operating in a stand-alone mode without the 
benefit of the directory and file manipulation utilities typi- 
cally available when a printer is attached to a computer 
system. 

While the steps of querying the first drive 32, the second 
drive 34, and the third drive 36 and the creation of the 
graphic file index 100 have been described herein with 
respect to the initialization routine 74 when power is first 
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applied to the printer 20, it is contemplated that the forego- The storage menu described in block 148 is illustrated in 

ing steps can be performed according to a timed schedule greater detail in FIG. 11. In block 150, the user of printer 20 

rather than just when power is first supplied. For example, is prompted whether to copy the graphic files stored on the 

a clock can be used to execute he steps of blocks 86 to 98 computer readable medium of either first drive 32 or second 

at a periodic interval. In addition, it will be understood that 5 drive 34 to the third drive 54. The graphic files are then 

the photo number described herein can also be provided in either copied in block 152 or execution next passes to block 

the form of any alphabetic, numeric or character descriptor, 154 where the user of the printer 20 is prompted as to 

as desired. whether the graphic files on the computer readable medium 

Referring to FIGS. 8 and 10, execution next passes to of either first drive 32 or second drive 34 should be erased, 

block 126 (FIG. 10) of the menu routine 78 after invento- 1Q Execution then passes to either block 156 where the graphic 

rying the computer readable medium disposed in the active files are erased or execution returns to the menu selection 

drive in block 92 of FIG. 8. At block 126, a user of the block 136 of FIG. 11, as described in block 158. 

printer 20 can input commands through the user interface 38 special formats submenu described in block 146 of 

directing operation of the printer 20 (e.g., selection of FIG. 10 can provide the capability to format the images 

images, printing of images, formatting of images etc.). For which ^ be M Fof ex fe frames ^ ^ can be 

instance, once execution passes to block 126, the buttons 42 ^ from ^ ^ 3g SQ ^ {h are rinted 

Z^^in^Z^\^^^^ h^tnn 0 with the image. In addition, one or more of the images 

perform certain operations by activation of a single button. , , , . 4 . . , . • * . 

The "index" button 44 preferably prints a set or collection of sclcc *V d f ° r ? rmtin S ca f bc . cro PP cd > wher f m °~ °L nine 
thumbnail of the images (Le, images of substantially pre-defined quadrants of an image area is enlarged to fill the 
reduced size), wherein each thumbnail image is associated 20 cnt * e image area. For example, as shown in FIG. 12, a full 
with one of the graphic files (e.g., 102, 106,108, U0) stored ima g e area !*° has a vertical length V and a horizontal 
on a computer readable medium disposed in any one of the length H within which an entire image captured by a digital 
first drive 32, the second drive 34, or the third drive 56, as device can be displayed. Nine predefined quadrants are 
described in block 128. This set of thumbnail images can be illustrated in FIG. 12 as an upper left quadrant 162, an upper 
printed on one or more of the sheets 24 depending upon the 25 center quadrant 164, an upper right quadrant 166, a center 
number of thumbnail images. Adjacent each thumbnail left quadrant 168, a center quadrant 170, a center right 
image is preferably printed its associated photo number quadrant 172, a lower left quadrant 174, a lower center 
(e.g., N-l, 2, 3, 4, etc.). This feature facilitates easy use of quadrant 176 and an lower right quadrant 178. Each quad- 
the printer 20, because it allows a user of the printer 20 to rant has horizontal and vertical lengths which are less than 
quickly determine which image is associated with a particu- 30 the full image area 160 such that the entire image has been 
lar photo number independent of the digital device which cropped, although the cropped image can be enlarged when 
recorded the image. Images can then be easily identified and printed so as to fill the entire image area 160, as shown by 
selected for printing by merely designating the appropriate arrows 177 and 179. This predefined feature provides a 
photo number. Activation of the "print all" button 48 ini- simple means for implementing image enlargement or a 
tiates printing of a snapshot sized (e.g., 4 inchesx6 inches) 35 zooming function from a stand-alone printer using the 
image for each graphic file stored on the computer readable special formats menu and/or buttons of the user interface 38. 
medium disposed in the active drive, as shown in block 130. An image can also be preferably formatted into one of five 
The "select" button 42 and "print" button 46 are used to predefined panorama views, as shown in FIG. 13, wherein a 
select and print specific images with user selected longitudinal section of the image area is printed. This 
formatting, respectively, as described in blocks 132 and 134. 40 longitudinal section preferably has the same horizontal 
As illustrated in block 126, a user of the printer 20 can length H as the original image area, as shown, but has a 
also select any one of a number of submenus using the menu vertical length which is less than the vertical length V of the 
routine 70 to format and print the images associated with the full image area 160. For example, the panorama views can 
graphic file disposed in the active drive. For instance, the include a top panorama 180, an upper center panorama 182, 
print submenu described in block 138 can provide selectable 45 a center panorama 184, a lower center panorama 186 or a 
options for the size of the sheet 24 on which the images are lower panorama 188. The predefined panorama feature 
to be printed (e.g., A4, A6, 8.5 inchesxll inches, 4 inchesx6 provides a means for focusing an image in a more horizon- 
inches, etc.), the number of images per sheet from a prese- tally centric aspect than provided by the more conventional 
lectable group (e.g., 1, 2, 4, 4, 6, etc.), the number of copies vertical to horizontal aspect ratios of traditional film pho- 
to be printed, the type of sheets 24 which will be used (e.g., 50 tography. 

plain paper, coated paper, photopaper, etc.), the quality of l n accordance with another aspect of the present 

the printing, etc. The cartridge submenu described in block invention, a preferred method 189 for managing data flow to 

140 can be used for initiating installation, cleaning and and from the first controller 70 will now be described with 

alignment of the ink cartridges used by the print heads 68 reference to FIG. 14. As previously discussed, the parallel 

while the setup submenu described in block 142 can be used 55 port 54 of the printer 20 can either be connected to the third 

to configure such general operational parameters, such as the drive 54 (FIG. 4) or the computer 62 (FIG. 5). While the 

language of the text displayed on the display 40 of the user printer 20 has so far been principally described in its 

interface 38, "stand-alone" mode, wherein the parallel port 54 is inter- 

A user of the printer 20 can select one or more of the connected with the third drive 56 for providing a high 

images associated with the graphic files stored on the 60 capacity archival storage capability, the printer 20 also 

computer readable medium of the active drive for printing preferably can be interconnected with a computer 62 as 

using the photo selection submenu described in block 144. previously described and as illustrated in FIG. 5. When the 

For example, these images can be selected by using the printer 20 is interconnected with the computer 62, the 

photo number associated with each graphic file. The photo computer 62 is preferably adapted to interface with the first 

numbers can be correlated with a specific image through use 65 and second drives 32 and 34 so that it can utilize a computer 

of the thumbnail images printed in block 128, as previously readable media disposed therein as additional memory, 

described. Because the printer 20 can receive read/write/print com- 
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mands from the computer 62 when it is attached thereto and 
can also receive read/write/print commands simultaneously 
from its own user interface 38, the data management method 
189 is useful for coordinating data flow through (i.e., into 
and out of) the first controller 70 to each of its intercon- 
nected elements (e.g., the first and second drives, the parallel 
port, the print head via the second controller, etc.). This data 
management function is operative regardless whether the 
printer 20 is interconnected with the third drive 54 or the 
computer 62 (i.e., operating in its stand-alone or attached 
modes). 

As shown in FIG. 14, commands to the first controller 70 
can be initiated from either the computer 62, as described in 
block 190, or from the user interface 38 of the printer 20, as 
described in block 192. Beginning with commands from the 
computer 62, a print command can be initiated from block 
194 or a read/write command can be initiated from block 
196. A printer driver or a card reader driver, which can be 
provided as part of the computer's operating system, can be 
used to initiate the print command or the read/write 
command, respectively. Execution next passes to block 200 
from either of blocks 194 or 196, where the status of the 
printer 20 is queried to determine if the first controller 70 is 
already busy processing data commands or responses thereto 
(e.g., other read/write/print commands, status inquiry 
commands, etc.) from the printer 20 or the computer 62. The 
printer status can be maintained in block 202 at the printer 
20 and can be queried by either the first controller 70 or the 
computer 62, as shown by the dashed line 203. If the printer 
20 is not busy, execution passes to block 204 where the 
read/write/print command is sent to the first controller 70 of 
the printer 20 across the cable 64 (FIG. 5); otherwise, 
execution remains with block 200 until the printer status of 
block 202 is updated to reflect that the first controller 70 is 
no longer processing a command. If the first controller 70 is 
not busy processing a command (i.e., the printer is ready), 
execution passes 204 where the printer status is updated to 
show that the first controller 70 is processing a command 
from the computer 62, as shown by arrow 206, and the data 
associated with the read/write/print command is sent to the 
first controller 70 of the printer 20. This updating can be 
accomplished by the first controller 70 when the execution 
of blocks 210 or 212 occur, as described hereafter, or the 
printer status of block 202 can be updated by the computer 
62 sending an update message to the printer 20. 

At the printer 20, the read/write/print command from the 
computer 62 is received at block 208, where the data stream 
is queried to determine if the command is a read/write 
command (in which case execution passes to block 210) or 
a print command (in which case execution passes to block 
212). In blocks 210 and 212, the appropriate action is 
implemented to either read/write to the active drive or to 
instruct the print heads 68 to print the appropriate image(s). 
Upon completion of blocks 210 or 212, execution passes to 
block 214 where the printer status of block 202 is updated 
to show that the first controller 70 is no longer processing a 
command. 

Referring back to block 192, a print command can also be 
initiated from the printer 20 when the printer 20 is operating 
in its attached mode (i.e., connected to the computer 62). 
After the print command is initiated at block 216 from the 
user interface 38, execution passes to block 218 where the 
printer status of block 202 is again queried, as shown by the 
dashed line 203. If the printer status is busy (e.g., the first 
controller 70 is already processing a read/write/print com- 
mand from the computer 62 in blocks 210 or 212 or an 
earlier read/write/print command from the user interface 38 
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in these same blocks), execution remains with block 218 
until the printer status of block 202 is updated to reflect that 
the first controller 70 of the printer 20 is no longer process- 
ing a command. If the first controller 70 of the printer 20 is 
not busy, execution passes to block 220 where an update of 
the printer status is sent to block 202 to reflect that the first 
controller 70 is processing the command initiated at block 
216. In addition, a read command is sent to the active drive 
to access the graphic file(s), which are the subject of the print 
command. In block 222, the graphic file(s) on the active 
drive are read and this data interpreted so as to send the 
appropriate print instructions to the printer heads 68 in block 
212. As will be appreciated, the print instructions of block 
212 can be first sent to the second controller 72 (FIG. 7), 
which preferably controls operation of the printer heads 68. 
While the above described method 189 has been illustrated 
and described herein with respect to a printer 20 operating 
in its attached mode, blocks 192, 216 and those within the 
first controller 70 would still be operative if the printer 20 
were operating in its stand-alone mode, although blocks 220 
and 222 would also provide for the execution of a write 
command to the third drive 56 which would be attached to 
the printer 20 through the parallel port 54. 

Having shown and described the preferred embodiments 
of the present invention, further adaptations of the printer 
described herein can be accomplished by appropriate modi- 
fication by one of ordinary skill in the art without departing 
from the scope of the present invention. For example, the 
first and/or the second drive and the third drive can be 
combined into a single unit, wherein the first, second and 
third drives combination is disposed externally. 
Alternatively, the first, second and/or third drives can be 
each disposed externally as a separate unit, wherein each 
drive is connected to the stand-alone printer by way of a 
separate or shared port. In addition, it is contemplated that 
the first and/or second drives can be combined as part of the 
digital device and a cable (or other method of 
interconnection, such as infrared data transmission) can be 
used to interconnect the first and/or second drives with a 
stand-alone printer having the third drive. Accordingly, the 
scope of the present invention should be considered in terms 
of the following claims and is understood not to be limited 
to the details of structure and operation shown and described 
in the specification and drawings. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A stand-alone printer, comprising: 

a first drive for receiving a first computer readable 
medium, wherein the first computer readable medium 
is capable of storing at least one digital representation 
of an image captured by an external digital device and 
wherein the first computer readable medium is adapted 
to interface with the digital device; 

a printing member for producing on a substrate a pattern 
associated with the digital representation of the image 
captured by the digital device; and 

a port for transmitting data to and from the printer, 
wherein the printer is adapted to interface with a second 
drive through said port. 

2. The stand-alone printer of claim 1, further comprising 
said second drive for receiving a second computer readable 
medium distinct from said first computer readable medium, 
said second drive being interconnected with the printer by a 
cable and said first drive and said second drive being in data 
communication with each other so that the digital represen- 
tation of the image captured by the digital device can be 
transferred from the first computer readable medium to the 
second computer readable medium. 
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3. The stand-alone printer of claim 1, wherein said first 
drive is adapted to receive a flash memory card. 

4. The stand-alone printer of claim 2, wherein said second 
drive is adapted to receive a magnetic disk. 

5. The stand-alone printer of claim 1, further comprising s 
a user interface having a first activating member and 
wherein the first computer readable medium is capable of 
storing a plurality of digital representations associated with 

a plurality of images captured by the digital device, wherein 
activation of said first activating member instructs said 10 
printing member to produce a plurality of the patterns, each 
pattern being associated with one of the plurality of the 
digital representations. 

6. The stand-alone printer of claim 5, wherein activation 

of said first activating member further instructs the printer to 15 
print a unique descriptor adjacent each one of the patterns 
associated with each one of the plurality of digital repre- 
sentations. 

7. The stand-alone printer of claim 6, wherein the size of 
each of said patterns is reduced so that several of the patterns 20 
can be printed on a single substrate. 

8. The stand-alone printer of claim 1, wherein said print- 
ing member further comprises a controller having a set of 
instructions for interpreting the digital representation stored 
on the first computer readable medium and wherein said 25 
controller is adapted to update said set of instructions using 
data received from one of said first drive or said second 
drive. 

9. The stand-alone printer of claim 1, wherein said print- 
ing member further comprises a printer head for producing 30 
an ink pattern. 

10. The stand-alone printer of claim 2, wherein said 
second drive is an external drive. 

11. The stand-alone printer of claim 1, further comprising 

a third drive for receiving a third computer readable 35 
medium, the third computer readable medium being adapted 
to interface with the digital device. 

12. The stand-alone printer of claim 1, wherein the printer 
is further adapted to interface with a computer system. 

13. A computer system, comprising: 40 
a computer; 

a printer having a port for transmitting data to and from 
said printer and a first drive for receiving a first 
computer readable medium, wherein the first computer 
readable medium is capable of storing at least one 
digital representation of an image captured by an 
external digital device and wherein the first computer 
readable medium is adapted to interface with the digital 
device; 

a cable interconnecting said printer and said computer; 
and 

wherein said computer is adapted to interface with said 
first drive to write to the first computer readable 
medium. 
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14. The computer system of claim 13, wherein said printer 
is adapted to interface with a second drive through said port. 

15. The computer system of claim 14, wherein said first 
drive is adapted to receive a flash memory card. 

16. A stand-alone printer, comprising: 

a first drive for receiving a first computer readable 
medium, wherein the first computer readable medium 
is capable of storing at least one digital representation 
of an image captured by an external digital device, 
wherein the first computer readable medium is adapted 
to interface with the digital device and wherein the 
image has a first vertical length and a first horizontal 
length; 

a printing member for producing a pattern on a substrate 
associated with the digital representation of the image 
captured by the digital device; and 

wherein the printer is adapted to print the image with a 
second vertical length which is less than the first 
vertical length so that less than the entire image is 
printed. 

17. The stand-alone printer of claim 16, wherein the 
printer is adapted to print the image with a second vertical 
length which is less than the first vertical length and a second 
horizontal length which is less than the first horizontal 
length. 

18. A method for printing an image captured by an 
external digital device, comprising the steps of: 

providing a stand-alone printer having a port for trans- 
mitting data to and from said printer and a first drive for 
receiving a first computer readable medium, wherein 
the first computer readable medium is capable of stor- 
ing at least one digital representation of an image 
captured by an external digital device and wherein the 
first computer readable medium is adapted to interface 
with the digital device; 

a port for transmitting data to and from the printer, 
wherein the printer is adapted to interface with a second 
drive through said port; 

providing a second drive and connecting said second 
drive to said printer by a cable through said port; 

inserting into said first drive a computer readable medium 
having a digital representation of an image captured by 
an external digital device disposed thereon; and 

printing said image. 

19. The method of claim 18, further comprising the steps 
of inserting a second computer readable medium into said 
second drive and copying said digital representation from 
said first computer readable medium to said second com- 
puter readable medium. 

20. The method of claim 18, further comprising the step 
of accessing said second computer readable medium to read 
said digital representation. 
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